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such as soybeans and the like, involves the growth and

development of the plant from the seed stage to the
harvest stage. The seed stage of plant growth is the time
when the plants are harvested in order to produce seeds

for the next crop. During the growth cycle, soybean
seeds move between various vegetative stages as well as
reproductive stages. At each of the stages, the soybean

seeds are subject to different treatments which may
affect the quality of the seed. In a broad sense, seed
treatments are performed for various purposes. One
primary purpose of seed treatment is to control the

development or growth of plants. This primary purpose
is achieved by imitating the natural environment where

seeds are typically placed. Another purpose of seed
treatment is to promote or facilitate the growth of the
crop, i.e., the process of germination in seedlings is
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facilitated by the seed treatment. Still another purpose of
seed treatment is to facilitate the development of the

crop throughout the entire plant life cycle. Yet another
purpose of seed treatment is to prevent or limit damage
during the life cycle of the plant. Seed treatments are
generally based on seed washing, immersion, and/or
coating. Immersion and coating are described in U.S.

Pat. No. 5,620,424 to Simmons, the disclosure of which
is incorporated herein by reference. Washing can be
accomplished in various ways, for example, placing a

seed into a sieve or other filtering mechanism and
washing with an appropriate treatment. For some seed

varieties, the sieving or filtering process is simple in that
no additional treatment is necessary. For example, a

particular variety of soybean may have just a few seeds
that require a particular wash. However, the processing

of larger quantities of seed, such as when a farm is
processing soybean seed for crop, results in an

unacceptable number of rejected seeds because of the
errors in the screen, sieve, or other filtering mechanism.

For this reason, it is often necessary to wash larger
quantities of seed to achieve the desired level of purity.
Seed washing occurs when the seed is initially cleaned
from any material that was not intentionally placed on
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the seed (e.g. dirt, sand, insect
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